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letter from 
the co-chairs

Dear potential Speaker,

Thank you for taking the time to consider a partnership with the Queen’s 
Commerce Leadership Summit. This is the seventh year of the confer-
ence and as the Co-Chairs of QCLS 2019, we would be honoured to work 
together to provide leadership opportunities for students across Canada. 
Since its inception, the Queen’s Commerce Leadership Summit has been 
committed to helping delegates grow their leadership potential, providing 
sponsors with the opportunity to recruit high-caliber talent, and allowing 
speakers to share their insights and make an impact on the business lead-
ers of tomorrow.

In our seven-year lifespan, QCLS has distinguished itself within the 
Queen’s Commerce Society as the premier business leadership confer-
ence at Queen’s University. This is evident in our 2014 and 2015 nomina-
tions for “Conference of the Year” by the Commerce Society, as well as 
winning the 2017 Commerce Cup Award, which recognized the confer-
ence that contributed the most to the Smith School of Business. QCLS has 
grown from being a leadership conference for Queen’s Commerce stu-
dents, to involving both external faculties at Queen’s and student leaders 
from universities across Ontario. Through direct access to the best and 
brightest students from Queen’s University, as well as other top schools in 
Canada, we aim to drive value for our delegates and speakers alike.

This year, the theme of the conference is “Conscious Leadership”, a leader-
ship style that values speaking with integrity, leading with authenticity and 
holding oneself accountable. Entering our seventh year of inspiring strong-
willed leadership in students, QCLS is looking to guide delegates in their 
leadership growth by partnering with experienced and insightful speakers 
that think beyond conventional profits and understand the implications of 
their business decisions.

On behalf of the entire QCLS 2019 Executive Team, we have recognized 
you as an individual that has made a significant impact on both the people 
and environment around them in a conscious and sustainable way, and we 
hope you will play a significant role in shaping this year’s conference.  

Sincerely,
 
Artha Zhang & Gabrielle Anagnostopoulos
Co-Chairs of QCLS 2019
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letter from 
the director

Dear Potential Speaker, 

Queen’s Commerce takes great pride in the leadership skills 
our students possess when they arrive. Throughout the years of 
the Commerce Program, we continue to develop those leader-
ship skills allowing our students to become the next generation 
of business leaders. Understanding the role leadership plays 
in business and in life is the key to success and one which is 
supported, not only in the classroom, but also through student 
events. The Queen’s Commerce Leadership Summit (QCLS), 
which is heading into its 7th year, is a great example of how our 
students come together to support, mentor, and grow leaders 
by leveraging the knowledge of business leaders, providing 
networking opportunities, and educating through interactive 
workshops. 

The student organizing committee devotes countless hours to 
the successful execution of a top notch, professional summit. 
While the results of the students’ preparation are truly impres-
sive, the quality of QCLS simply cannot exist without significant 
support from faculty and organizations such as yours. Being a 
sponsor will not only ensure the success of this summit, but will 
also provide you with the opportunity to be in front of the top 
undergraduate business students in Canada. QCLS addresses 
the growing challenges individuals face as they move forward 
in their academic and professional careers. I do hope you give 
strong consideration to supporting the Queen’s Commerce 
Leadership Summit. 

Sincerely, 

Lori Garnier 
Executive Director, Queen’s Commerce Program 
Stephen J.R. Smith School of Business 



create 
interest 

INTERACT

Leave an impression on delegates and spark interest in your firm by
demonstrating what you and your organization represent. Convey to
delegates what makes your firm stand out in your industry.

Communicate your experience of becoming a concious leader and 
how you were able to become a meaningful force in your workplace. 
Inspire our pool of 100 diverse delegates to consider how they can 
create their own leadership path.

Share how you were able to break the leadership mold and create
positive change in your organization or industry. Provide insight on
what it takes to lead in today’s changing business environment, based
on your own experiences as a leader.

inspire 
novelty

share 
wisdom

The Queen’s Commerce Leadership Summit provides an opportunity
for student leaders to come together with like-minded individuals 
to deepen their understanding of the role leadership plays in an 
organization. Partnering with this conference provides your firm with 
the opportunity to establish connections with a rich and diverse pool 
of top-tier students from a variety of faculties and Universities.

THE VALUE OF
PARTNERSHIP
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letter from 
the coordinators

Dear Potential Speaker,

On behalf of the Queen’s Commerce Leadership Summit (QCLS), we thank 
you for your interest in speaking at our seventh annual conference. QCLS is 
a student-run conference held at the Smith School of Business at Queen’s 
University. Our primary mission is to encourage our delegates to adopt a 
conscious leadership style in a rapidly changing business environment. We 
aim to attract speakers who seek to engage in new conversations and make a 
lasting impact on some of Canada’s highest achievers and business leaders. 
Throughout the conference, our goal is to provide a setting where students 
can feel empowered to make a difference and share their voices. We strive to 
promote the ideas of strong community and collaboration within leadership, 
as it is not a solo act. 

Over the past years, QCLS has welcomed a diverse array of speakers, each 
with different backgrounds, experiences, and stories; together, they have 
created a lasting influence on delegates for years to come. Last year, we were 
fortunate to host Sue Paish, CEO of Canada’s Digital Cluster, who shared her 
past experiences as a woman in the business environment and the impor-
tance on staying true to your values. Dave Jones, the Senior Vice President of 
Group Benefits at Sun Life Financial, shared his experiences revolving around 
diversity and inclusion in the workplace, as well as reflected on how his per-
sonal life has moulded him into the leader he is. Tanya Van Biesen shared an 
inspiring story about how she gave up a secure job to start the non-profit or-
ganization Catalyst, and emphasized the importance of self-leadership during 
times of uncertainty. 

Reflecting on our past conferences, we strongly believe that our speakers at 
QCLS have had a lasting effect on delegates, who are always eager to ask 
questions, follow-up, and look for new role models. The lessons shared from 
keynotes and panelists extend beyond the content studied in the classroom, 
and offer context and a new perspective. It is our firm belief that your exper-
tise and experiences will exceed our goals for this year’s conference, and we 
would be honoured to have the opportunity to work with you. Please do not 
hesitate to reach out with any questions or concerns. 

We look forward to speaking with you soon. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sarah Moonje & Clea Pariseau 



Registration
Delegate Activites and Workshop
Industry Speakers Panel
Evening Social

Breakfast
Keynote Speaker
Workshop
Lunch & Keynote
Networking Power Hour
Dinner
Evening Social

Breakfast
Workshop
Simulation Part One
Lunch
Simulation Part Two
Coffee Chats & Networking
Dinner & Keynote

friday
sept 20

thursday
sept 19

saturday
sept 21

conference itinerary


